
Hi All 

 

This month's traffic data arriving a little late this month, Mar 17 to be 

specific.  Thus, a little green in the graphs in tribute to St Paddy and the 

wee faeries.  Not to be confused with the one with potable water. 

 

Graphs and BCF data attached. 

 

Bad month all around, with the notable exception of those amazing northern 

routes.  Traffic on the Powell River routes to Texada and to Vancouver 

Island collapsed as a result of the terminal work in Powell River and Little 

River.   

 

Bottom line: Vehicle traffic down 8.18%.  Passenger traffic down 7.25%. 

 

Have a look at graphs 1 and 2. 

 

For the month, majors and minors tracking in the same negative direction. 

Minors' results exaggerated by the Powell River dislocation.  Vehicle 

traffic harder hit than passenger traffic, not a good sign.  As before, 

weather can be a factor.  Recall the positive influence of the Dec and Jan 

dry stretches.  This Feb, not so great.  The 3 1/2% fuel surcharges that 

applied for the whole month wouldn't have helped.  Finally, BCF ran a 'kids 

free' promotion last year for the Family Day weekend.  This year, everyone 

paid. 

 

The year-to-date results for the majors, minors and system are once again 

all in negative territory, with vehicle traffic running 1.07% under last 

year's numbers.  Vehicle traffic is fading faster than passenger traffic, 

possibly signalling a shift to customers leaving their cars behind.  This, 

more pronounced on the majors where there are people-friendly transit 

connections at both ends of routes 1 and 2. 

 

Graph 3 indicates a serious downward trend for Feb traffic.  The shape of 

the lines isn't that dramatic.  The numbers are.  The unusual gap between 

the vehicle and passenger curves are the result of a weird 2010 Feb, the 

base month.  That was Olympics month in Vancouver, when major route 

passenger traffic to and from Vancouver went off the scale, while vehicle 

traffic collapsed.  Thus, subsequent passenger traffic has sucked (15.2% 

loss in 4 years), while vehicle traffic has looked comparatively positive. 

Had FY2009 been the base year, 2010 would have shown a big split and the 

lines would have come back together in the following years.  As it happens, 

FY2010 is the earliest Traffic Dept data we have. 

 

Graph 4, the 13-month year-over-year graph illustrates how Feb traffic 

suffered compared to previous months in the year.  Wasn't good last Feb, and 

is much worse this Feb. 

 

Graph 5 illustrates the contrarian northern routes traffic.  Seems to thrive 

in the non-peak months, particularly on rte 11 and struggle in the summer. 

This year looks to be a disaster, given the service cuts. Thank you, 

Ministry.  Thank you, BC Ferries.  The anticipated traffic collapse is 

likely to be matched only by destruction of the northern and central coast 

tourism industries.  Those would be the business operators who thought the 

government and BC Ferries meant what they said when they promised schedule 

certainty.  And that the words in the contract actually meant something. 

 



Graphs 6 to 8 present the 'big picture' traffic trends over the past 10 

years, compared to what a 1% growth pattern would look like.  This month's 

data doesn't alter the graph.   Next month's will add another set of points. 

A continuation of the downward trend.  Graphs 7 and 8 indicate the minors 

started losing traffic sooner and it's dropped farther than for the majors. 

While some may debate the cause of the traffic trend, there's no doubt about 

where it's going.   The point of including the 1% growth line is a reminder 

we've not been living in a static world.  Population and provincial GDP, 

usual determinants of ferry traffic, have been growing over the past decade. 

While there was a GDP drop in 2008, recovery since then has far surpassed 

that dip. 

 

Forecast?  As last month, traffic loss for the year between between a half 

and one percent.  Given the predictable outcome for this month, the numbers 

can only sink lower. 

 

Next year?  Factor in:  

- 4% fare increases, 

- 3 1/2% fuel surcharges, 

- service cuts and  

- seniors losing their free travel.    

A 1% loss would be optimistic.  Something north of 3%, much more likely.   

 

The sad thing?  It's going to get worse, probably much worse, until the 

Province gets serious about their responsibility to the coastal community. 

This latest charade doesn't begin to address the real problem.  While there 

is politi-speak ad nauseum about keeping the ferry system sustainable, there 

is nothing, nothing at all, about the sustainability of the coastal 

communities.   

 

And that's a shame. 

 

Comments or questions?   Let's talk. 

 

Brian Hollingshead 

 


